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SKIPTON 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1926. 


Area,  4,204  acres ;  liateable  Value  (1925),  j£64,209,  ;  Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  1238;  (1881),  1795;  (1891),  2,060;  (1901),  2,489; 

(1911),  2,871 ;  (1921),  2,980.  Population  eniunerated  (1871),  6,078  ; 
(1881),  9,091;  (1891),  10,376;  1901),  11,986;  (1911),  12,981;  (1921 
Census)  12,013 — 5,474  males,  6,529  females.  Corrected  Estimate 
by  Pegistrar- General  (1925),  12,080.  Ho.  of  Separate  Occupiers 
(1921),  3,085.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  Bate,  £210. 


In  accordance  with  instruction-s  received  (December  IStli,  1924,  Circular  540) 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  report  will  be  a  Survey  Report. 

Change  of  Officers. — I  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death,  in  April,  1924,  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Ackernley,  the  valued  Sanitary  Inspector  of  this  district  for  the  past  32  years. 
Mr.  Frank  Holmes,  the  Assistant  Inspector,  was  appointed  to  fill  his  place  and  took  office 
on  May  20th,  1924. 

Localily. — Skipton  is  an  ancient  market  town,  situated  at  the  chief  entrance  to 
Upper  Wharfedale,  on  a  tributary  of  the  Aire,  about  26|  miles  from  Leeds  and  18  miles 
from  Bradford.  It  is  regarded  as  the  Capital  of  Craven.  It  has  an  important  Station  on 
the  London  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway,  and  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  passes 
through  the  town. 


Population. — 12,080,  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  township  is  4,204  acres,  with  21  acres  of  water. 

Elevation,  &c. — ^The  highest  elevation  is  found  on  Rombalds  Moor — 1,200  feet,  and 
the  Craven  Heifer  Inn — 600  feet,  but  all  the  houses  lie  between  450  feet  and  320  feet, 
while  the  lowest  point  (about  315  feet)  is  on  the  Sewage  Farm.  The  higher  portions  of 
the  Township  are  mostly  on  the  millstone  grit,  and  generally  speaking  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitant  portion  of  the  town  is  on  the  boulder  clay  and  glacial  drifts,  these  overlying 
the  shales  which  in  turn  overlie  the  carboniferous  limestone.  The  limestone  is  thrown  up 
forming  a  large  mass  known  as  the  Skipton  Rock  Quarry,  forming  an  anticlinal  between 
Rombalds  Moor  and  Embsay  Moor.  In  several  streets  of  the  town  thin  beds  of  gravel 
and  sand  are  come  across  occasionally.  A  considerable  area  on  both  sides  of  the  Aire  in 
the  S.AV.  portion  of  the  district  consists  of  alluvial  deposit. 

Rainfall. — Records  are  taken  at  the  Town  Hall  and  on  Embsay  Moor.  The  rainfall 
for  1920  was  35-74  and  30-66  inches  respectively,  and  the  averages  for  18  years  are  34-76 
inches  and  34-71.  The  highest  rainfall  was  recorded  in  1912,  viz.,  41-69  and  42  -57  inches 
respectively.  The  rainfall  at  the  Town  Hall  for  1925  was  36-71  and  on  Embsay  Moor 
33-83  inches. 

Occupation  and  Industries. — The  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  employed  chiefly  in 
thread,  cotton  spinning,  and  worsted  weaving  mills.  There  are  also  two  iron  foundries 
and  engineering  works.  The  other  industries  of  the  district  are  agriculture  and  stone 
quarrying.  The  town  is  noted  for  its  sheep  market  (hence  its  name),  which  dates  back 
to  Saxon  times.  It  possesses  a  good  cattle  market,  established  1905  (previous  to  which 
the  market  was  held  in  the  streets),  and  a  large  Cattle  Auction  Mart.  There  are  609 
employees  on  the  Railway. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. — Water  Supply. — The  Skipton  New  Waterworks 
were  completed  and  formally  opened  on  June  21st,  1910.  The  New  Reservoir  on  Embsay 
Moor  has  a  capacity  of  175,426,500  gallons,  an  area  of  264  acres,  and  a  maximum  depth 
of  56  feet.  Skipton  has  also  a  supply  from  Whinnygill  Reservoir  on  Short  Bank,  and 
this  has  a  capacity  of  46,000,000  gallons.  The  supply  has  been  constant  and  abundant 
throughout  the  year.  In  1921 — 110  yards  of  4-inch  main  was  laid  for  the  new  houses 
in  Carleton  Road  and  a  further  extension  of  120  yards  in  1922.  In  1923. — 1,500  yards  of 
main  was  scraped  ;  this  effected  a  great  improvement  and  doubled  the  quantity  of  flow. 
Also  a  further  extension  of  50  yards  of  4-inch  pipe  on  new  housing  site,  Carleton  Road, 
and  about  500  yards  of  3-inch  and  4-inch  pipes  have  been  laid  on  the  Camp  Road,  Raikes 
Road  and  Salisbury  Street  for  new  houses  and  prospective  new  houses.  1925. — This  year 
120  yards  of  4-inch  main  was  laid  on  the  Carleton  Road  Housing  Site.  Samples  of  water 
have  been  taken  monthly  and  tests  made  by  the  County  Analyst  as  to  plumbo-solvency 
in  the  service  pipes,  and  only  on  one  occasion,  November  13th,  was  any  lead  found,  viz.  : 
545th  of  a  grain.  Professor  Frankland,  who  had  been  consulted  on  the  matter,  presented 
his  report  on  the  Skipton  Water  in  January,  1919,  and  he  advised  mechancial  filtration, 
and  a  Committee  viewed  other  places  where  water  of  a  similar  nature  is  being  treated  by 
mechanical  filter,  before  preparing  their  scheme,  and  visited  Buxton  and  Huddersfield 
in  1923. 

The  carrying  out  of  any  filtration  scheme  is  in  abeyance  on  account  of  expense. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  town  is  provided  with  a  system  of  sewers,  and  the 
sewage  is  dealt  with  by  broad  irrigation  upon  the  sewage  farm,  of  which  about  54  -20  acres 
are  under  cultivation.  The  Local  Government  Board  on  February  17th,  1906,  sanctioned 
the  scheme  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  prepared  by 
the  late  Mr.  John  Mallinson,  the  Engineer,  and  authorised  the  borrowing  by  the  Council 
of  £11,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  works.  On  the  20th  October,  1906,  the 
Council  entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr.  William  Brigg,  of  Eccleshill,  to  execute  the  works 
and  to  complete  them  within  12  months.  The  scheme  comprised  the  construction  of 
Detritus  Tanks,  Septic  Tanks,  Continuous  Filters,  Storm  Water  Bed,  and  the  laying  out  of 
20  acres  of  land  and  other  works  in  connection  therewith.  These  works,  with  the  addition 
of  three  further  circular  filters,  were  carried  out  and  the  effluent  passed  through  the 
irrigating  channels  and  on  the  land.  In  1900,  the  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  a  portion  of 
Broughton  Road,  outside  the  natural  drainage  area,  was  completed.  This  involved  the 
laying  down  of  a  pumping  station  with  tank  and  engine,  also  the  laying  of  nearly  1,000 
yards  of  rising  main,  to  deliver  the  sewage  into  the  outfall  sewer.  A  Local  Government 
Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  October  20th,  1909,  by  A.  G.  Drury,  Esq.,  M.Inst.  C.E.,  into 
an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £200  for  the  construction  of  a  surface  water  culvert 
in  Broughton  Road,  and  sums  amounting  to  £1,750  for  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and 
the  Sewage  Pumping  Station  in  Ings  Lane.  The  Board  sanctioned  the  loans. 

A  Local  Government  Inquiry  was  held  on  October  21st,  1913,  by  W.  M.  Cross,  Esq., 
M.  In.st.  C.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,340  for  the  construction  of 
the  following  sewers  and  surface  water  drains  : — 1,  An  intercepting  sewer  near  the  Goods 
Station  ;  2,  Sewer  and  surface  water  drain  in  Gargrave  Road  ;  3,  Sewer  in  Gas  Street ; 
4,  Surface  water  drain  from  Otley  Road  to  Brougham  Street  ;  5,  Newtown  district  surface 
water  drain.  The  loan  was  subsequently  sanctioned  by  the  Board.  A  letter  was  received 
from  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  pointing  out  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of 
additional  filters,  and  plans  for  these  were  prepared.  A  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry 
was  held  on  September  1st,  1914,  by  Major  Stewart,  R.E.,  into  an  application  by  the 
Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  £8,700  for  constructing  additional  tanks  and  filters  at  the 
Sewage  Farm.  The  amount  of  the  applications  was  afterwards  increased  £100  to  include 
additional  work  suggested  by  the  Board.  The  application  was  granted  for  £8,806  in  1914, 
but  owing  to  the  War,  matters  were  allowed  to  remain  in  abeyance.  A  Public  Inquiry  was 
held  in  April,  1921,  by  M.  G.  Weakes,  Esq.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  into  an  application  for  sanction 
to  borrow  £10,500  in  respect  of  improvements  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  This  was 
for  a  portion  of  a  scheme  sanctioned  by  the  L.G.B.  in  1914,  but  not  proceeded  with  owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  war.  It  was  intended  for  the  construction  of  4  humus  tanks,  2  sludge 
lagoons,  and  pump  well  and  pump  house.  The  2  sludge  lagoons  were  constructed  in  1921. 
In  1923,  4  humus  tanks,  and  1  new  circular  percolating  filter,  95-ft.  in  diameter,  together 
with  the  necessary  ejectors  for  pumping  the  humus  sludge  to  the  sludge  lagoons  were 
constructed.  The  new  works  have  worked  very  satisfactorily  and  no  complaints  have  been 
received.  Extensions  of  public  sewers  have  been  laid  this  year  in  connection  with  the 
New  Housing  Site. 

Keighleij  Road  Improvement  Scheme. — A  Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  July  18,  1922, 
under  C.  G.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  A.M.I.C.E.,  of  the  Ministry  of  Transport,  into  an 
application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £7,000  for  constructional  works  in  connection  with 
this  scheme  for  the  widening  and  straightening  of  the  main  approach  to  the  town  by  the 
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Keighley  and  Kendal  Turnpike  Road.  At  the  narrowest  point  in  the  road  opposite  the 
Unicorn  Hotel,  the  carriage  way  was  only  16  feet  wide,  and  the  total  width  between  the 
buildings  22  feet  4  inches,  and  was  a  great  danger  to  both  pedestrians  and  motor  traffic, 
which  has  greatly  increased.  The  new  road  gives  a  width  of  about  50  feet  between  the 
two  building  lines,  while  the  carriage  way  is  29  feet  in  width.  The  improvement  included 
the  covering  in  of  the  Beck  at  Devonshire  Place.  It  removes  several  dangerous  corners, 
and  provides  a  straight  approach  to  the  town  to  the  bottom  of  the  High  Street,  and  is  a 
great  improvement  to  Skipton.  Sanction  was  received,  and  the  work  carried  out  during 
1922. 

Street  Improvements. — The  re-construction  of  Cavendish  Street  by  the  laying  of  a 
6-inch  reinforced  concrete  bed  and  the  surface  finished  with  a  mastic  asphalte  coat  1-|- 
inches  thick,  was  also  carried  out  during  1922. 

Public  Mortuary. — Application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  for  sanction  to  a  loan 
(£420)  for  the  provision  of  a  public  mortuary  under  section  141  P.  H.  Act,  1875,  at  the 
Council’s  Depot.  This  supplies  a  long-felt  need.  The  work  was  begun  and  nearly  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  erection  of  a  new  building  at  the  Council’s  Depot. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — Excrement  disposal  in  Skipton  is  chiefly  effected 
by  means  of  water  closets.  In  many  instances  these  are  situate  outside  in  the  yard,  and 
are  dependent  upon  hand-flushing.  The  system  of  hand-flushed  closets  is  no  longer 
permitted.  In  the  case  of  new  property  all  closets  have  to  be  provided  with  either  a 
nistern  or  some  other  form  of  automatic  flushing  apparatus.  48  cistern  w.c.’s  have  been 
provided  this  year.  In  1896,  the  Council  undertook  the  removal  of  ashpit  refuse  from 
the  town.  Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  alteration  and  reconstruction  of 
existing  ashpits.  Bins  are  now  provided  to  all  new  houses  instead  of  ashpits,  also  a 
number  of  ashpits  have  been  demolished,  and  46  movable  ashbins  provided  this  year,  and 
the  .scavenging  operations  are  universal  throughout  the  drainage  area.  The  ashpits 
are  emptied  fortnightly,  a  certain  number  weekly,  and  an  endeavour  is  being  made  to 
maintain  the  frequency  of  removal  of  the  contents,  and  for  this  purpose  a  motor  waggon 
was  purchased  in  November  1921,  and  removals  have  since  been  made  weekly  during  the 
summer,  and  this  is  a  great  improvement. 

Inspection  of  District. — This  district  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection 
throughout  the  past  year,  and  necessary  .steps  taken  for  abatement  of  insanitary 
^conditions  when  found. 

Inspector’s  Report  op  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  1925  : — 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

No.  of  Complaints  received 
during  the  year . 

85 

119 

97 

No.  of  Houses  built  during 
the  year . 

10  (Council),  and 

22  (Council),  and 

8  (Council), 

5  private 

7  private 

13  private 

No.  of  Houses,  premises,  &c., 
inspected . 1 

1806 

1414 

1446 

House  drains  repaired 
cleansed,  &c . 

108 

105 

131 

5 


House  drains  trapped  and 
ventilated . 

1923. 

44 

1924. 

38 

1925. 

21 

Waste  pipes  trapped . 

33 

21 

24 

Water  closets  repaired, 
cleansed,  &c . 

43 

68 

76 

Water  closets  supplied  with 
water . 

43 

49 

28 

Water  closets  provided . 

31 

47 

48 

A.shpits,  new,  provided . 

23  bins 

19  bins 

46  bins 

Houses  provided  with  water 
supply . 

13 

24 

23 

Ashpits  repaired  and  covered 

15 

9 

3 

Removal  of  accumulation  of 
dung,  stagnant  water, 
animal  and  other  refuse 

27 

15 

22 

Eaves  troughs  provided  and 
repaired . 

13 

19 

47 

Removal  of  animals  im¬ 
properly  kept  (mostly 

pigs) . 

38  (mostly  pigs) 

29  (mostly  pigs) 

40  (mostly  pigs) 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be 
cleansed . 

1 

3 

6 

Overcrowding . 

1 

— 

3 

Smoke  records  taken . 

55  (13  days)  ... 

26  (10  days)  ... 

40  (15  days) 

Offensive  trades  complained 
of . 

1 

-- 

Schools  disinfected  after 
infectious  disease . 

2 

6 

Houses  disinfected  after 
infectious  disease . 

64 

72 

51 

Common  lodging  houses 
inspected . 

51  (3  houses)  ... 

45  (2  houses)  ... 

48  (2  houses) 

Slaughter  houses  inspected... 

3  (133  inspections)  3  (91  inspections) 

2  (140  inspections) 

Bakehouses  inspected . 

25  (31  inspections) 

28  (28  inspections) 

22  (28  inspections) 

Dairies  &  cowsheds  inspected 

19  (27  inspections) 

19  (33  inspections) 

19  (31  inspections) 

Milkshops  inspected . 

2  (27  inspections) 

2  (15  inspections) 

2  (10  inspections) 

Canal  boats  inspected  . 

42 

26 

20 

Premises  examined  under 
“  Factory  &  Workshops  Act  ’ 

’  82 

110 

83 

Plans  approved . 

49 

54 

39 

Plans  disapproved . 

8 

3 

4 

Statutory  Notices . 

9 

3 

12 

Preliminary  Notices  (infor¬ 
mal) . 

229 

273 

188 

F.  HOLMES, 

Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Meat  Inspector. 


Byelaws,  &c. — The  Authority  possesses  a  code  of  byelaws  which  were  closely 
assimilated  to  the  “  model  ”  with  respect  to  “  New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “  Slaughter¬ 
houses,”  and  “  Common  Lodging  Houses.”  These  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government 
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Board  in  April,  1880.  Additional  powers  were  obtained  under  the  new  Local  Act  in 
Part  V.  as  to  “  Streets,  Buildings  and  Sewers,”  in  Part  VII.  as  to  “  Sanitary  Provisions,” 
and  Part  VIII.  as  to  “  Infectious  Diseases,”  also  additional  powers  as  to  “  Common 
Lodging  Houses  in  Part  XII.”  These  are  analagous  to  the  Model  Clauses  introduced  into 
all  modern  Local  Bills.  A  series  of  Kegulations  under  the  “  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  1886,”  was  adopted  near  the  end  of  1891,  and  the  premises  kept  under 
supervision.  Under  the  new  Act,  the  Model  Clauses  as  to  “  Milk  Provision  ”  were 
introduced  in  Part  IX.  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1922,  re-registration  has  been 
asked  for  and  all  the  Cow-keepers  and  Retail  Purveyors  have  been  re-registered  during 
the  year.  Byelaws  with  respect  to  “  Pleasure  Grounds  ”  were  made  by  the  Council  in 
1913,  and  were  approved  by  the  L.G.B.  The  byelaws  which  had  been  remodelled  with 
respect  to  “  New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “  Nuisances,”  “  Houses  let  in  Lodgings,” 
“  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c.,”  “  Whirligigs  and  Swings  ”  were  completed  and  approved 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1914.  On  November  7th,  1924,  an  Order — the  Skipton 
Urban  (Public  Health)  Order  declaring  Section  51  of  the  P.H.  Act  (Amendment)  Act 
1907  to  be  in  force,  was  issued  by  the  Ministry.  This  relates  to  “  OSensive  Businesses.” 
New  bye-laws  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  approved,  including  the  busine.ss  of 
Fish  Fryer,  on  April  27th,  1925.  Amended  byelaws  with  respect  to  Slaughter-houses 
(new)  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  and  approved  on  April  27th,  1925.  Amended 
byelaws  with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Urban  Series  4)  are  being  considered 
and  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  Provisional  sanction  has  been 
given. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  “  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted  and  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1890.  Parts  II.,  III.,  and  V.  of  the 
“  Public  Healths  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  were  adopted  in  February,  1891.  The 
“  Private  Streets  Work  Act,  1892,”  was  adopted  in  1893.  On  the  18th  June,  1908,  the 
Council  adopted  sections  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  16,  18  and  21  of  the  “  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.”  These  sections,  coupled  with  the  provisions  of  Part 
VIII.  of  the  “  Skipton  Water  and  Improvement  Act,  1904,”  give  the  Council  ample 
powers  for  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases.  In  1908,  the  “  Baths  and  Washhouses 
Acts,  1846  to  1889,”  were  adopted.  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
— In  1909  the  Council  adopted  Section  85  (as  to  Registries  for  Servants)  and  Section  86 
(as  to  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Stores)  of  Part  VII.  of  this  Act,  and  such  adoption 
has  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  Home  Secretary.  Part  IV.  relating  to  Music  and 
Dancing  P.H.A.  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  was  adopted  in  1915. 

Public  Abattoirs. — The  Public  Slaughter  Houses  in  Skipton  include  four  separate 
Slaughter  Houses  and  Lairages  for  Cattle  and  Sheep.  One  is  let  off  to  the  Co-operative 
Society  at  a  weekly  rental.  The  other  three  are  occupied  by  various  butchers  at  so  much 
per  animal  slaughtered.  An  increase  of  25  per  cent,  was  made  in  October  last.  There 
is  also  a  separate  Pig  Slaughter  House  where  all  pigs  are  slaughtered  at  a  fixed  price. 
There  are  also  separate  buildings  provided  for  Tripe  Dressing  and  Gut  Scraping,  with 
necessary  facilities.  Steam  is  provided  for  Pig  Slaughtering,  also  for  Tripe  Boiling. 
The  above  were  formally  opened  in  May,  1911,  but  they  were  not  actually  used  until  July, 
1911.  The  total  number  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Slaughter  Houses  during  1925  were 
as  follows  : — 908  cattle,  2,952  sheep,  1,265  pigs  and  649  calves.  During  the  year,  the 
following  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 16  carcases  as  follows  : 
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sheep,  2  pigs,  8  calves  ;  total  weight — 551  lbs.  Also  714  lbs.  part  carcases  for  localized 
disease,  and  1,093  lbs.  of  organs  and  offal — a  total  of  2,358  lbs.  Also  8  lbs.  of  tinned 
tongue,  and  12  tins  of  fruit. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  dc. — -The  Common  Lodging  Houses 
have  been  regularly  inspected.  There  are  two  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town,  in  the  hands 
of  two  Lodging  House  keepers.  Additional  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  necessary. 
They  are  fairly  well  kept.  There  are  now  only  two  registered  Slaughter  Houses.  All 
other  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  closed,  and  the  work  is  now  being  carried 
on  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925. 


Registered .  2  2  2 

Licensed  .  —  —  — 

Totals .  2  2  2 


On  April  1st,  1925,  The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924  came  into  operation. 
To  facilitate  the  working  of  the  regulations  a  meeting  of  the  local  butchers  was  called 
and  the  Regulations  explained  respecting  what  was  required  and  precautions  to  be  observed 
in  the  transport  and  handling,  protections  against  contamination  and  notice  of  slaughter. 
Newspaper  is  no  longer  used  as  wrapping  in  direct  contact  with  the  meat.  Generally, 
the  regulations  have  caused  a  great  improvement  and  are  appreciated.  Market  stalls 
(butchers)  are  protected  by  projecting  side  and  top  extensions.  During  unfavourable 
weather  conditions,  the  meat  is  protected  by  muslin,  and  sold  in  clean  white  paper. 

No  Unsound  Meat  has  to  my  knowledge  been  exposed  for  sale,  but  16  carcases 
and  other  meats  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  (see  page  6  and  above). 

Under  Overcroivding  three  instances  were  found  and  many  instances  with  no  definite 
overcrowding  but  lack  of  sleeping  accommodation  for  the  proper  separation  of  sex.  The 
former  three  Aere  abated. 

Under  Noxious  Trades  the  three  Tripe  Boilers  and  also  the  Gut  Scraping  business 
have  now  premises  provided  at  the  Public  Abattoir,  A  complaint  was  made  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  of  effluvia  from  Tallow  works  and  the  premises  were  closely 
observed.  Conditions  imjjroved,  and  now  very  little  work  of  this  nature  is  carried  out 
here. 

40  Smoke  Observations  were  taken  by  the  Inspector  on  15  different  days.  The 
observations  apply  to  14  Factory  chimneys  in  the  town,  and  railway  engines.  A  general 
improvement  was  effected  after  informal  notice. 

20  Canal  Boats  were  boarded  and  inspected  by  Mr.  Holmes,  who  found  2  infringe¬ 
ments  on  2  boats  as  follows  : — - 

2  boats  without  proper  certificate  of  registration. 

Transport  by  canal  was  very  limited  this  year,  thus  few  boats  have  been  met  with.. 
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There  are  12  Cowkeepers  and  31  inspections  have  been  made.  The  new  Regulations 
under  the  1922  Act  have  been  considered  and  leaflets  suggested  by  the  County  Council  as 
to  Pure  Milk  Supply  were  issued,  and  re-registration  completed.  The  following  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  required  and  carried  out  with  respect  to  9  Cowsheds  : — 9  Cowshed  walls 
rendered  smooth  with  cement,  so  as  to  be  more  easily  cleansed  ;  5  provided  with  increased 
light  and  ventilation  ;  6  stalls  and  dung  channels  repaired  and  re-constructed. 


Report  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  for  the  year  1925. 

A  Register,  a  Record  Book,  and  a  Fire  Escape  Book  have  been  kept,  in  which  the 
details  have  been  entered  up  as  to  sanitation,  air-space,  ventilation,  drainage  of  floors, 
cleanliness,  &c. 

The  “  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1890,”  is  in  force  in  this  District. 
Eighty-seven  Workshops  and  twenty-three  Factories  have  been  examined. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  occupations  ; — 


WORKSHOPS. 

OCCUPATION. 

Number. 

Shoemakers  and  doggers 

17 

Tailors  ... 

12 

Tripe  Boilers 

2 

Tallow  Works  ... 

1 

Bakehouses 

27 

Underground  Bakehouses 

3 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 

20 

Hosiery  Works  ... 

1 

Saddlers... 

2 

Gutscrapers 

2 

Total  . 

87 

FACTORIES. 

Printing  Works... 

4 

Cotton  Factories 

8  23  sections 
(110  inspections) 

Dye  Works 

3 

Public  Laundry... 

1 

Ironfounders 

3 

Cabinet  Works  ... 

4 

Total  . 

23 

The  27  Bakehouses  and  3  Underground  Bakehouses  (which  are  duly  registered 
under  the  Council)  have  been  inspected,  and  well  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  regulations  as  to  Li)ne  Washing  have  been  carried  out  in  all  instances  when 
required.  There  was  no  overcrowding  found. 


9 


One  Workshop  was  notified  by  the  Factory  Inspector  as  Neiv  Workshop. 

No  lists  of  Outivorkers  have  been  received. 

There  are  no  regular  Outworkers  in  the  District,  but  work  in  connection  wtth 
tailoring  and  dressmaking  is  occasionally  given  out  in  the  summer-time  during  periods 
of  extra  demand. 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  asked  for  in  two  instances,  and  carried  out, 
also  additional  secondary  means  provided  in  two  cases. 

Defective  closet  accommodation  in  two  instances  has  been  complained  of  and  two 
been  remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness  was  found  in  two  instances,  and  five  with  respect  to  other 
nuisances,  all  of  which  have  been  remedied. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. — The  West  Riding  County  Council  in 
September,  1908,  appointed  ten  whole-time  officers  to  undertake  this  work  throughout 
the  Administrative  County.  Dr.  Stewart  Lindsay,  S.M.O.,  has  charge  of  the  schools 
in  this  district. 

A  School  Clinic  was  held  every  week  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  the  Water 
Street  School.  It  was  found  necessary  to  advise  the  closure  of  the  following  schools  ; — 
Influenza : — The  Roman  Catholic  School,  the  Brougham  Street  Infants’  and  the  Water 
Street  Infants  in  February.  For  Measles : — The  Christ  Church  Infant  School  in  October, 
the  Brougham  Street  Infants  in  November,  the  Water  Street  School,  and  the  National 
School  (Infant  Classes)  in  December. 

All  the  Schools  in  Skipton  have  the  public  water  supply  laid  on,  and  are  provided 
with  water-closets  and  automatic  flushing  apparatus.  The  Brougham  Street  and  Ings 
Schools  have  Automatic  Cistern-flushed  Closets,  and  the  remainder  are  supplied  by 
Automatic-flushed  Trough  Closets.  The  Closets  at  the  Christ  Church  School  which  were 
Trough  Closets  and  defective,  were  converted  last  year  into  Automatic  Cistern-flushed 
Closets,  with  separate  pedestal  wash-down  Closets. 

Sale  ofJ'ood  ami  Drugs  Act. — Samples  are  taken  under  these  Acts,  by  the  West 
Riding  County  Inspector,  who  lives  at  Skipton. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.— Th.Q  total  births  registered  were  165  in  number  (90  malei  and  75  females). 
This  is  a  decrease  of  15  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  13  -6 
per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  14-8  last  year,  16-0  in  1923,  18-6  in  1922,  19-2  in  1921„ 
20  -3  in  1920,  13  -7  in  1919,  11 -1  in  1918,  12-0  in  1917,  15 -3  in  1916,  16-6,  18-1,  17-7,  18-6, 
and  20-4  in  the  previous  years. 

Of  the  births,  6  were  illegitimate  (4  males  and  2  females). 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  district  were  221  in  number.  From 
this  has  to  be  deducted  45  deaths  transferred  to  other  Districts,  and  added  10  belonging  to 
this  District  which  have  been  transferred  from  others.  This  gives  a  correct  total  of  186 
(84  males  and  102  females),  which  is  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  15-3  per  1,000  livings 
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as  compared  with  154  last  year,  12-8  in  1923,  14 -S  in  1922,  114  in  1921,  14-3  in  1920, 
14-0  in  1919,  19-5  in  1918,  134  in  1917,  13-8  in  1916,  12-3  in  1915,  12  4  in  1914,  11-5 
in  1913  and  1912,  and  14-2  in  1911. 

The  figures  in  brackets  in  the  following  Table  show  all  the  deaths  which  took  place 
in  the  Skipton  Workhouse,  67  in  number.  These  have,  of  course,  been  assigned  to  their 
proper  Districts  in  calculating  their  respective  rates. 

The  deaths  occurred  in  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter. 

68  (23).  50  (20)  52  (14).  51  (10). 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  SKIPTON  U.D.,  1925. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

The  age  periods  of  the  deaths 

are  omitted. 

All  Causes  . 

84 

102 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— • 

— • 

In  the  following  Table  II.  it  will 

2 

Small-pox  ...  . 

— 

— 

be  seen  that  the  birth-rate  has  only 

3 

Measles  . 

3 

— 

on  two  occasions  (1917  and  18)  been 

4 

Scarlet  fever  . 

— 

— 

lower. 

5 

Whooping  cough . 

1 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

— ■ 

1 

The  general  death-rate  though 

7 

Influenza . 

2 

4 

only  a  point  below  that  of  last 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

year,  is  above  the  average  for 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

— 

— 

many  previous  years,  but  it  will 

10 

11 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 

5 

6 

2 

be  noticed  that  a  large  percentage 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

6 

12 

(52-1),  the  highest  percentage  yet 

13 

Rheumatic  fever  ... 

2 

1 

reached,  of  the  total  deaths  were 

14 

Diabetes  . 

1 

2 

those  of  persons  over  65  years  of 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

10 

9 

age. 

16 

Heart  disease 

8 

20 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis . 

5 

6 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  very  low 

18 

Bronchitis  ... 

6 

11 

this  year,  60-6  per  1,000  births,  as 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

8 

6 

compared  with  122-2  last  year,  66-6 

20 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

in  1923,  and  80-0  in  1922. 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum... 

— 

— 

22 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

— ■ 

— 

The  causes  of  the  infant  deaths 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

1 

2 

will  be  seen  in  L.C.B.  Table  IV. 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

1 

1 

in  which  it  is  shown  that  of  the 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis... 

2 

2 

total  10  deaths,  5  occurred  during 

26 

Puerperal  sepsis . 

— 

— 

the  first  month  of  life,  and  2  in  the 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

first  week. 

pregnancy  and  parturition.  ... 

— 

— 

28 

Congenital  debility  and  malforma- 

The  percentage  to  total  deaths  of 

tion,  premature  birth 

4 

1 

deaths  of  children  under  5  years 

29 

Suicide  . 

1 

— 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence... 

9 

2 

is  only  10-2. 

31 

Other  defined  diseases . 

9 

13 

1  There  were  no  Uncertified  Deaths. 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

There  were  15  Inquests  and 

Poliomyelitis . 

— 

— 

Coroners'  Certificates. 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

11 

L.G.B.  TABLE  IV. 
SKIPTON  UEBAN  DISTRICT. 
INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1925.  Nett  deaths  from  stated  cases  at  various  Ages  under  1  year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

All  causes  Certified  . 

2 

2 

1 

... 

5 

...  ^ 

... 

... 

2 

3 

10 

Uncertified  . 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

1 

... 

4 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease . 

Premature  Birth  . 

1 

1 

Convulsions  . 

Accident . 

Other  Causes . 

Totals . 

2 

2 

1 

... 

5 

... 

... 

2 

3 

10 

■NT  n-  "R'  fV.  •  i  ^  Deaths  in 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  <  r  ■ 

i  ...  ^  c  the  year  of 

illegitimate  6  •’ 

legitimate 

Infants  10 
illegitimate  1 

TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rates,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates  among 
children,  and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  past  nine  years  1917-1925 
inclusive,  and  the  mean  for  the  decades  1878-87,  1888-1897, 1898-1907,  and  1908-1917. 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
of  the 
Population. 

Annual 
Rate  of 
Mortality 
per  1000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  under 
1  year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  under 
1  year  to 
registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children 
under  5  years ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total 
number  of 
deaths 
in  Public 
Institutions. 

Mean 

for  Decade 

33-6 

19'2 

24-0 

14-2 

40-4 

13 

1878-87 

Mean 

for  Decade 

30-8 

16-1 

24-6 

12-7 

38-1 

19 

1888-97 

Mean 

for  Decade 

25-3 

15-7 

21-6 

13-4 

350 

37 

1898-07 

Mean 

for  Decade 

18T 

12-8 

13-6 

9  3 

19-6 

46 

1908-17 

1917 

-12-0 

13-4 

10  0 

9  2 

13-5 

26 

1918 

19-5 

11-4 

16-6 

23-8 

49 

1919 

*13-7 

140 

7-1 

70 

12-9 

22 

1920 

-20-3 

14'3 

14-6 

10-3 

18-8 

36 

1921 

19-2 

11-4 

11-5 

6-8 

15-8 

23 

1922 

18-6 

14-3 

10-4 

8-0 

13-8 

28 

1923 

160 

12-8 

8-3 

6-6 

12-8 

23 

1924 

14-8 

15-4 

11-7 

12-2 

20-3 

46 

1925 

13-6 

=  15-3 

5-3 

60 

10-2 

34 

'•'Corrected  Death-rate. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Table  showing  the  MortaUty  from  certain  classes  during  the  five  years  1921-1925 
inclusive. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

2 

2 

7 

13 

6 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than 
Phthisis) 

26 

29 

34 

35 

31 

3.  Tuberculous  Diseases 

8 

15 

9 

9 

13 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

8 

9 

4 

8 

4 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  ... 

2 

3 

4 

3 

1 

TABLE  V. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1923,  1924,  and  1925,  together  with  their  proportion  to  1,000  deaths. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of 
Deaths 

to  1,000  Deaths. 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Smallpox 

... 

... 

... 

Measles  ... 

2 

... 

3 

12-8 

... 

161 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

... 

6-4 

5-3 

... 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

1 

6-4 

10-6 

5-3 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

9 

2 

6-4 

48-1 

10-7 

Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrhcea... 

2 

1 

... 

12-8 

5-3 

... 

Totals 

7 

13 

6 

44-8 

69-5 

32-2 

Six  deaths  were  returned  imder  the  head  of  Zymotic  Disease,  as  compared  with 
13,  7,  2,  7,  7,  2,  16,  1,  7,  12,  3,  2,  15,  8,  10,  and  16  in  the  previous  years.  This  is 
equivalent  to  a  Zymotic  rate  of  0-4  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  1-0,  0-5,  0-1,  0-5, 
0-6,  OT,  1-5,  0  09,  0-6,  0-2,  OT,  1-1,  0-6,  0-7,  and  1-2  in  previous  years.  49  certifi- 
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cates  under  the  “  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,”  were  received,  as  against 
64,  64,  20,  63,  58,  46,  33,  66,  74,  73,  48,  22,  21,  163,  119,  and  170  in  preceding  years. 
The  number  of  cases  notified,  cases  admitted  to  hospital,  number  of  deaths,  age  period  of 
cases,  and  age  period  of  deaths  are  given  in  tabular  form  as  suggested. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases  Ad¬ 
mitted  to 
Hospital" 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

23 

21 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

14 

12 

— 

Enteric  Fever... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

Pneumonia 

10 

— 

14 

Other  Diseases  generally  notified  : 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica...  ...• 

' 

*Skipton  Joint  Hospital  at  Snaygill  in  the  Skipton  Urban  District. 


AGE  PERIOD  OF  CASES. 


-3 

a) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65  an 
over 

Total 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 

23 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 

=,2 

. 

2 

*Treated  at  home,  vision  unimpaired. 


AGE  PERIOD  OF  DEATHS. 


C  nder 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65  and 

over 

Total 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Encephalitis  Lethargica... 

1 

- 

1 

14 


Skipton  Joint  Hospital. — At  Snaygill,  Skipton,  during  the  year  1925  the  following 
cases  have  been  admitted  (60  in  aU  as  compared  with  97  last  year,  82  in  1923,  and  45  in 
1922).  Skipton  Urban. — Scarlet  Fever  12,  Diphtheria  21.  Skipton  Rural. — Scarlet  Fever 
14,  Diphtheria  2,  Enteric  Fever  1.  Silsden  Urban. — Scarlet  Fever  10. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  per  1,000  of  population  from  Phthisis, 
or  Consumption  of  the  Lungs,  and  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  during  each  of  the 
26  years  and  the  mean  for  the  two  decades  1900-09  and  1910-19  ; — 


Other 

Rate  per  1,000, 

Year. 

Phthisis 

Deaths 

Tuberculous 

Diseases 

Population 

Phthisis, 

Other 

Tuber, 

Total. 

1900 

17 

4 

11,550 

1-4 

0-3 

1-8 

1901 

16 

6 

11,986 

1-3 

05 

1-8 

1902 

15 

5 

12,100 

1-2 

0-4 

1-6 

1903 

14 

4 

12,240 

11 

0-3 

1-4 

1904 

18 

3 

12,370 

1-4 

0-2 

1-6 

1905 

13 

2 

12,500 

10 

01 

1-2 

1906 

22 

7 

12,630 

1-7 

0-5 

2-2 

1907 

12 

7 

12,760 

0-9 

0-5 

1-4 

1908 

14 

15 

12,900 

1-0 

1-1 

2-2 

1909 

15 

6 

13,040 

1-1 

0-4 

1-6 

Mean  for) 

Decade  )- 

15 

5 

... 

1-2 

0-4 

1-6 

1900-09  J 

'  1910 

17 

2 

13,200 

1-2 

01 

1-4 

1911 

13 

3 

12,981 

10 

0-2 

1-2 

1912 

20 

2 

13,000 

1-5 

01 

1-6 

1913 

11 

4 

13,020 

0-8 

0-3 

11 

1914 

15 

6 

13,040 

1-1 

0-4 

1-6 

1915 

12 

6 

11,776 

10 

0-5 

1-5 

1916 

11 

4 

11,368 

0-9 

0-3 

1-3 

1917 

11 

6 

20,436 

1-0 

0'5 

1-6 

1918 

9 

5 

10,301 

0-8 

0-4 

1'3 

1919 

5 

2 

10,975 

0-4 

0-1 

0-6 

Mean  for) 
Decade  ) 

12 

4 

09 

0-3 

1-3 

1910-19  ) 

1920 

5 

4 

11,412 

0-4 

0-3 

0-7 

1921 

6 

2 

12.130 

0-4 

0-1 

0-6 

1922 

10 

5 

12,090 

0-8 

0-4 

1-2 

1923 

6 

3 

12,130 

0-4 

0-2 

0-7 

1924 

7 

2 

12,130 

05 

01 

0-7 

1925 

11 

2 

12,080 

0-9 

0-1 

uo 
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TUBERCULOSIS— SKIPTON  URBAN. 


Age  Period. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  . 

1  . 

5  . 

10  . 

15  . 

20  . 

25  . 

35  . 

45  . 

55  . 

65  and  upwards 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

, 

2 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

8 

2 

2 

5 

5 

— 

2 

National  Insurance  Act :  Provision  of  Sanatoria,  etc. — A  complete  scheme, 
embracing  Institutional,  that  is,  Sanatorium  and  Dispensary  treatment,  together  with 
Domiciliary  treatment,  was  adopted  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  and  includes 
the  provision  of  Sanatorium  with  300  beds,  and  numerous  Dispensaries  and  Branch 
Dispensaries,  and  Visiting  Stations  in  various  parts  of  the  Riding.  A  Tuberculosis 
Expert  and  several  assistants  were  appointed,  and  Dispensary  work  commenced  in  various 
existing  premises  selected  for  the  purpose.  Pending  the  completion  of  the  W.R. 
Sanatorium,  the  County  Council,  through  the  West  Riding  Insurance  Committee,  send 
many  cases  entitled  to  “  Sanatorium  Benefit  ”  to  existing  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals  by 
arrangement.  They  had  accommodation  for  577  beds,  and  during  1922  further  provision 
was  obtained  for  70  beds.  The  present  accommodation  is  829  beds,  viz.  : — For  males 
351,  for  females  192,  and  for  children  203  for  Pulmonary  cases  ;  6  males,  6  females,  and 
71  children  for  Non-Pulmonary  cases. 

The  County  Council  is  considering  the  provision  of  another  Sanatorium  for  300 

beds. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — Branch  Dispensaries  were  opened  in  1913,  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council,  at  Keighley,  Skipton,  and  Settle  (since  closed  on  account 
of  small  attendances),  at  various  dates,  and  I  have  to  thank  Dr.  E.  Allan  Wilson,  the 
District  Tuberculosis  Officer-in-charge,  for  the  following  statement  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  these,  with  respect  to  cases  which  have  attended  from  this  district  during  1925  : — 

During  the  year  1925,  184  patients  from  this  district  have  attended  at  Tuberculosis 
Dispensaries  for  advice  and  treatment,  as  compared  with  175  in  1924,  125  in  1923,  143 
in  1922,  and  119  in  1921.  About  the  same  number  of  suspected  patients  have  been 
examined  as  last  year. 


16 


As  in  previous  years  the  results  of  treatment  vary  considerably  according  to  the 
stage  of  the  disease  in  which  they  are  first  seen,  the  results  being  quite  satisfactory  in 
the  early  cases  and  unsatisfactory  in  those  with  advanced  disease,  some  of  whom  were 
only  seen  a  few  weeks  before  death  occurred.  In  a  large  proportion  of  the  advanced  cases 
no  doctor  had  seen  the  patient  until  the  chances  of  improvement  were  hopeless.  When  it 
is  remembered  that  these  advanced  cases  are  generally  the  most  infectious,  especially  to 
children,  one  realises  that  a  good  deal  of  more  or  less  preventable  infection  is  constantly 
occurring.  If  the  public  realised  more  generally  that  consumption  in  its  early  stages  is 
frequently  curable,  that  patients  who  were  under  treatment  many  years  ago  have  got  well 
and  kept  so,  perhaps  there  would  not  be  so  much  fear  of  consulting  a  doctor  when  the 
first  suspicious  symptoms  arise.  If  the  suspicion  proves  ungrounded  no  harm  has  been 
done  ;  if  disease  be  present  there  is  more  chance  of  recovery  than  many  months  later. 
Considerable  co-operation  between  the  dispensary  and  the  general  practitioners  has  taken 
place,  and  every  endeavour  to  assist  the  doctors  is  being  made.  In  every  case  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  into  touch 
with  the  patients,  and  offer  them  advice  and  assistance,  but  this  is  saved  in  those  cases 
where  the  medical  attendant  himself  notifies  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  have  rendered  the  greatest  assistance 
in  advising  patients  and  their  families  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  treatment  and  preventing 
the  spread  of  infection.  Unfortunately  the  deficiency  and  inadequacy  of  housing  continues 
to  militate  against  the  progress  of  patients,  and  overcrowding  remains  a  factor  in  the 
spread  of  disease.  Until  considerable  improvement  in  housing  occurs  Tuberculosis  will 
continue  to  be  unnecessarily  prevalent,  and  a  good  deal  of  money  and  time  spent  in  treat¬ 
ment  be  wasted.  Difficulty  also  continues  in  finding  suitable  light,  open-air  employment 
for  many  cases  where  the  disease  is  quiescent  or  partially  arrested.  During  the  year 
fourteen  patients  have  been  sent  to  Sanatorium,  and  eight  cases  to  a  Tuberculosis  Hospital 
to  prevent  further  spread  of  infection,  and  provide  them  with  suitable  nursing  and  comfort. 

Cases  treated  at  Skipton  Dispensary  during  1925  : 

Skipton  Urban  District  .  58 

Skipton  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  16 

Settle  District  .  25 

Total  number  of  cases  treated  ...  99 

Cases  sent  to  Sanatorium  from  Skipton  District  8 

Cases  .sent  to  Hospital  from  Skipton  District  6 

Cases  sent  to  Sanatorium  from  Settle  District  5 

Cases  sent  to  Hospital  from  Settle  District  2 


17 


Stage  of  Disease 

No. 

Marked 

Improve¬ 

ment. 

Some 

Improve¬ 

ment. 

No  Impro’ve- 
ment  or 
Worse. 

Died 

Stage  I  (Early)  ... 

37 

29 

6 

1 

1 

Stage  II  (Intermediate)... 

27 

19 

4 

3 

1 

Stage  III  (Advanced) 

20 

4 

3 

7 

6 

Glands 

6 

5 

1 

0 

0 

Other  Organs 

9 

7 

1 

1 

0 

Totals 

99 

64 

15 

12 

8 

Infant  Mortality  and  “  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.” — The  County  Council 
adopted  the  Act  for  the  West  Riding  area,  and  organised  a  combined  Nursing  Scheme 
for  the  Riding  to  embrace  Birth  Notification,  School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors,  in 
conjunction  where  possible  with  existing  District  Nursing  Associations.  The  County 
Council  has  since  appointed  a  School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  for  Skipton  alone,  and 
took  premises  in  High  Street  for  a  School  Clinic,  held  twice  a  week — Wednesday  and 
Friday — and  fortnightly  by  Dr.  S.  Lindsay. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — A  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  started  at  Skipton  by 
the  County  Council  and  was  opened  on  April  22nd,  1920,  at  Commercial  House,  High 
Street.  These  premises  were  given  up  in  November,  1924,  and  the  Centre  carried  on 
at  the  Wesleyan  School,  Water  Street.  The  meetings  are  held  weekly  in  charge  of  Nurse 
Hardisty  and  a  committee  of  ladies.  Fifty-one  meetings  were  held  during  the  year. 
There  are  246  mothers  on  the  register.  The  average  attendance  of  mothers  has  been 
40  and  of  babies  44.  118  first  visits  have  been  paid  to  mothers,  and  1,795  re-visits,  and 

78  pre-natal  visits.  Special  addresses  to  mothers  were  given  by  Dr.  Lindsay,  Dr.  Heyne- 
mann,  of  Bradford,  and  Miss  Williams,  from  the  County  Hall ;  and  talks  on  various 
subjects  by  members  of  the  Committee  and  the  Nurse.  During  “  Baby  Week  ”  a  garden 
party  was  given  by  Mrs.  Hanson,  of  “  Overdale.”  During  the  year  1,056  cartons  of  Glaxo 
and  616  lbs.  of  Virol  were  sold  at  the  Centre.  The  Nurse  visited  and  gave  practical  advice 
in  cases  requiring  it  of  Measles  25,  Whooping  Cough  20,  Chicken  Pox  16,  and  Mumps  10. 

Midivives^  Act. — The  administration  of  the  Midwives’  Act  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Council,  which  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Clinics  for  venereal  cases  are  held  under  the  County  Council 
twice  a  week  in  the  evenings,  at  Victoria  Hospital,  Keighley,  and  a  few  cases  have 
attended  from  Skipton. 

HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 

The  houses  for  the  working  classes  in  Skipton  are  substantially  built  of  stone. 
The  houses  generally  are  not  structurally  defective  as  dwellings,  but  the  most  conspicuous 
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housing  defects  are  found  in  certain  areas  where  there  are  yards  and  courts  (notably  round 
High  Street  and  Newmarket  Street),  in  which  houses  are  closely  crowded  together  and 
cannot  get  satisfactory  circulation  of  air.  There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  and  no  under¬ 
ground  sleeping  rooms.  There  are  about  243  back-to-back  houses  in  various  parts  of 
the  town,  in  which  there  is  necessarily  no  means  of  through  ventilation,  and  the  closet 
accommodation  is  insufficient  and  difficult  of  access.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
converting  many  of  these  by  providing  through  access  from  the  front  houses  to  the  back 
yard  where  the  necessary  conveniences  were  to  be  built.  The  matter  had  been  left  in 
abeyance  owing  to  the  war,  and  now  the  excessive  cost  and  difficulty  of  labour  prevent 
the  necessary  work  being  carried  out,  but  where  possible  this  procedure  is  operating. 
There  is  not  much  overcrowding,  except  insufficient  accommodation  for  the  separation 
of  sex,  and  where  members  have  married  and  cannot  be  accommodated  with  a  separate 
dwelling. 

Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met  with  this  year,  and  abated. 


Since  the  commencement  there  are  1,072  houses  which  have  been  inspected  under 
the  Housing  Acts.  Of  these  1,072  houses,  285  were  considered  to  be  satisfactory,  450 
have  been  altered  as  required  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  approaching  the  owners  or 
by  letters  from  the  Council  or  Sanitary  Inspector  ;  14  had  alterations  in  hand  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  223  have  not  yet  been  fully  considered,  these  being  Houses  mentioned 
in  first  paragraph. 

On  account  of  the  war,  it  was  decided  not  to  continue  the  Inspection  of 
fresh  houses,  but  a  number  of  alterations  were  carried  out  in  property  previously 
inspected.  In  other  instances  involving  larger  expenditure,  it  was  thought  wise,  in  view 
of  the  circular  received  from  the  L.G.B.,  to  postpone  the  required  structural  alterations. 
Urgent  repairs  have  been  carried  out,  but  not  all  has  been  done  which  might  be  considered 
necessary.  The  chief  difficulty  at  the  present  time  in  remedying  unfitness  is  the  extra 
cost,  owners  being  previously  willing  to  undertake  improvements,  but,  during  the  last  three 
years  186  Houses  have  been  inspected,  chiefly  re-in.spection,  and  161  Houses  have  been 
dealt  with  and  defects  remedied  chiefly  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Housing  Requirements. — We  consider  312  dwellings  are  needed  to  supply  the  present 
demands  and  to  replace  unsuitable  ones.  A  Housing  Scheme  is  in  hand  to  provide 
167  houses,  of  which  53  (scullery  houses)  are  now  built,  and  occupied,  and  the  erection  of 
40  others  are  in  hand.  40  more  houses  on  the  same  site  have  been  sanctioned  and  in 
course  of  erection,  also  provisional  sanction  has  been  obtained  for  a  further  74  of  the 
scullery  and  parlour  type. 

A  recent  survey  of  the  town  shewed  the  necessity  for  additional  houses  being 
erected.  In  addition  to  dealing  with  congested  areas  and  unsuitable  dwellings,  we  have 
a  waiting  list  of  120  applicants  for  new  houses.  In  order  to  relieve  the  urgent  necessity 
for  additional  dwellings  the  Council  has,  in  the  crowded  areas,  allowed  various  premises 
previously  considered  unfit,  to  be  re-occupied,  after  having  temporary  repairs  carried 
out. 
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HOUSING. 


I. 


General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 


(1) 


Number  of  houses  in  the  district 
Number  of  working  class  dwellings 
Number  erected  or  in  course  of  construc¬ 
tion  during  the  year 


3,030 

2,644 

j  8  Council, 
i  13  private. 


(2)  Population  11,412.  No  anticipated  change. 

(3)  (a)  168  houses  suggested  as  the  present  demand.  We 

consider  312  dwellings  are  needed  to  supply  the 
present  demands  and  to  replace  unsuitable 
dwellings. 


(b)  Housing  scheme  now  in  hand  to  provide  168  houses, 
of  which  53  are  completed,  40  in  hand,  and  74 
sanctioned  and  plans  in  preparation. 


II.  Over  -croioding. 

(1)  There  is  no  overcrowding,  excepting  insufficient  accommodation 

for  the  separation  of  sex,  and  whenever  members  have  married 
and  cannot  be  accommodated  with  a  separate  dwelling. 

(2)  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met  with  this  year,  due  to 

members  of  family  being  married  and  without  having  accom¬ 
modation.  These  were  abated  after  notice. 


III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

See  previous  statement. 

IV.  There  are  no  unhealthy  areas,  as  such,  but  see  “congested  yards,  etc.,”  under  No.III. 

V.  The  model  byelaws  with  re.spect  to  “  new  streets  and  buildings  ”  are  in  force  in 

the  district,  and  New  Model  Series  4  are  awaiting  approval.  Houses  Let  in 
Lodgings  are,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry,  held  in  abeyance  for  the  present. 

VI.  (1)  None. 

(8)  Mr.  F.  Holmes,  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Skipton. 


NEW  HOUSING  SCHEMES. 

Under  the  New  Housing  Act  the  Council  viewed  several  sites,  and  selected  one 
of  16  acres  off  Carleton  Road,  within  easy  reach  of  the  industrial  parts  of  the  town,  and 
negotiated  with  the  owner.  Lord  Hothfield,  for  its  purchase.  Considerable  delay  was 
caused  by  the  difficulty  in  selecting  an  arbitrator.  The  scheme  includes  the  construction 
of  167  houses,  which  were  commenced  in  November,  1921.  Under  the  “  Housing,  Town 
Planning  Act,”  a  town  planning  and  new  housing  Committee  was  appointed,  and  has 
defined  the  area  to  be  included  in  a  Town  Planning  Scheme  for  the  Urban  District.  Part 
of  the  scheme  lies  within  the  Rural  District  Council’s  area.  This  has  been  delayed  in 
order  to  deal  with  the  housing  question  as  being  more  pressing. 
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HOUSING. 

Skipton  Urban. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : —  1925. 

(a)  Total  .  21 

(Private  13). 

(b)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

1.  Unfit  chvelling-houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  93 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  housing  (In.spection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  93 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  oj  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  .  55 

3.  Action  binder  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.. 

Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  re.spect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  '  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit ; — 

(a)  by  owners .  .  — 

{b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  -  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  : —  —  —  — ■  —  —  — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

[b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 

&c..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  .  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  .  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  .  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  — 

Staff  engaged. — Mr.  F.  Holmes,  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Skipton. 

Housing  Requirements. — The  condition  at  the  end  of  1925  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 
A  survey  was  made  of  the  town  in  November,  1925,  with  the  following  results  : — 

ESTIMATE  OF  HOUSING  NEEDS. 


Total  number  of  Houses  required  to  abate  overcrowding, 
or  separation  of  sex,  e.g..  Houses  where  two  families 
are  living  together  as  per  Survey,  1925  .  112 

To  meet  anticipated  deficiency,  arising  from  industrial 

development  .  20 

To  replace  unfit  houses  and  houses  which  fall  definitely 

below  a  reasonable  standard .  180 


Total 


312 


Total  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council 

waiting  list  for  houses  .  120 

Estimate  of  the  total  number  of  houses  likely 

to  be  built  by  Private  enterprise .  6 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are 

1.  — The  consideration  of  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a  Refuse  Destructor,  especially 

for  animal  and  vegetable  matter. 

2.  — The  provision,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  of  further  housing  accommodation 

for  the  working  classes. 

3.  — The  adoption  of  a  code  of  byelaws  with  respect  to  “  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.” 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Skipton  Urban  District  Council, 
April,  1926. 


‘  Crafen  Herald”  Printing  Works,  Skipton 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


